Awards Ceremony | Woman of the Year

June 2010

Wine Country Chapter
Woman of the Year

Each year, the Wine Country

Chapter emphasizes the outstanding
achievements and contributions
members make by electing a Chapter
Woman of the Year. There are many
benefits to participating in this national
ABWA program. For our chapter, it can
boost our public image, spark interest
from prospective members, and
reinforce current members' decisions
to stay involved in ABWA, and, for all
members, increase their evaluation
and decision-making skills. Recognizing
a member for her accomplishments
demonstrates our commitment to
support the mission of the American
Business Women's Association.

Past winners have included:

2002, Lucy Lewand

2003, Anna Scally

2004, Diana Blakeley & Holly Schatz
2005, Carol Feuerstein

2006, Margi Williams-Weiranga
2007, Anna Smith

2008, Kim Dow

2009, Judith Light

Our 2010 Woman of the Year
is Jen Stark.
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About ABWA

Founded in 1949, the American Business
Women's Association supports business-
women by helping them reach their
personal, educational and career goals.
Today, ABWA, with 120 chapters and
more than 60,000 members, spans
the nation as the world's most diverse
professional organization for women.
Tens of thousands of members gather
throughout the country, united by a
common goal: to support each other in
personal and professional development
and career advancement.

The Wine Country Chapter in
Sonoma County became an official
chapter of ABWA in May 2000, and
membership continues to grow. We
hold monthly dinner meetings, which
include a networking session and an
informative speaker. We developed a
Scholarship Fund to support women
in their educational pursuits.
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OUR MISSION:

To bring together
businesswomen of
diverse occupations
and to provide
opportunities

for them to help
themselves and
others grow
personally and
professionally,
through leadership,
education,
networking support
and national
recognition.
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AMERICAN BUSINESS
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
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Inspiring Women Scholarship Program

Every year, ABWA Wine Country Chapter members work hard to raise money for
scholarship awards to help women in Sonoma County achieve their business and/or
professional goals through education. Since 2003, our local chapter has awarded
86 scholarships totaling $86,900 to women attending Sonoma State University
and Santa Rosa Junior College. We are excited and pleased to announce our 2010

Inspiring Women Scholarship recipients:

SONOMA STATE RECIPIENTS

Megan Cole

$1,500 + SONOMA STATE

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES, 3.89 GPA

Megan has always felt an attraction
to the academic environment

and excelled in high school and

at the SRJC. She transferred to
Sonoma State in August 2009 with
Environmental Studies as her major
and minoring in Early Childhood
Education. Having already achieved
success in instituting sustainable and
green programs in local schools, she
hopes to concurrently enroll in the
Sustainable Landscape Certificate
Program at SSU to help schools,
families, and communities transform
their spaces to sustainable uses.

Ariana Villanueva Grumley

$1,500 » SONOMA STATE

LIBERAL STUDIES, 3.96 GPA

Ariana graduated from high school
with honors and has participated

in a number of community service
activities—including volunteering at an
elementary school in Zambia, Africa.
She has also worked as a literacy tutor
for AmeriCorps and lived in Mexico
teaching English. Ariana is drawn to
working with children and her goal is to
open an orphanage and help children
throughout the world. After completing
her studies at the Hutchins School at
Sonoma State, she seeks a joint MA/
MBA in education and business at
Stanford. One of her professors extols,
“Ariana exemplifies an intellectual
accomplishment and commitment

to service that our university can be
proud to recognize and support.”

Alexandria Oser

$1,500 + SONOMA STATE

PSYCHOLOGY, 3.83 GPA

Alexandria is also a transfer to SSU
from SRJC and continues to work as a
Peer Advisor in the SRJC Counseling
Office. After graduating this spring,
she intends to pursue her Master's
Degree in Psychology and then work
towards a Ph.D. She hopes to work
with teenagers and adults, helping
them deal with emotional problems
and issues. One colleague writes,
“Alexandria has great people skills;
she is caring, empathetic, warm, fun,
personable, and a good listener. Her
leadership potential is limitless.”

Linden Schneider

$1,500 - SONOMA STATE

BIOLOGY, 3.96 GPA

Linden is driven to achieve and, as

a first-generation college student,
marveled to realize that a Ph.D. was
within reach. She has served as an
undergrad research assistant, was
chosen as an Herbarium IRA Fellow,
and is working towards a Ph.D. program
working with integrated wastewater
management. One instructor writes, “I
have absolute confidence that Linden
will go on to continue her unbroken
record of exceptional achievement
and contribution to the public good.”

SANTA ROSA JC RECIPIENTS

Taylor Anderson-Stevenson

$750 + SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES/LAW, 3.25 GPA
Taylor is a reentry student, who
unexpectedly found herself involved
in the debate club—and was well-
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suited to it. She is has thrown herself
into other on-campus activities,
including student government and
the Pre-Law Club. Taylor intends to
transfer to UC Berkeley to major in
Environmental Economics and Policy
and then attend the Boalt School

of Law. "Il find most impressive her
enthusiasm, work ethic, dependability,
passion, creativity, and unfailingly
positive and professional approach to
every situation, " says one advisor.

Tamera Brattin

$750 « SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE
HUMAN RESOURCES, 3.77 GPA

Tamera is the only person in her
family to have gone to college and
has devoted herself to acquiring the
education and skills training needed
to make a positive contribution to
society. Her goal is to become a
valuable asset to an employer who
is seeking someone with clerical,
payroll, bookkeeping, and human
resources skills. Tamera would also
like to be an inspiration to other
women who have survived domestic
violence and homelessness.

Irish Celestial

$750 + SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE

HUMAN SERVICES, 3.20 GPA

Irish has overcome a number of
personal obstacles in the last several
months and persevered with her
education amidst great challenges.
She hopes to achieve a goal in
counseling to help others recognize
their ability to solve problems

in life. Says one instructor, “Her
educational and career path mirror the
person—her values, her compassion,
her kindness, and her desire to
cultivate knowledge and expertise
that will allow her to help others.”

Teray Chapdelaine

$750 + SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE
LEGAL SECRETARY, 3.76 GPA

Teray is returning to school, having
worked in the insurance industry

for the last ten years, with the goal
of becoming a legal secretary. Her
education is extremely important
to her and she plans to take all
steps necessary to achieve her
goals for herself, her children, and
her community. One instructor
writes, “Teray has not only a fine
mind and superb work ethic-but
also an excellent heart.”

Tina Montero

$750 + SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE
NURSING, 3.97 GPA

Tina is a repeat recipient of the ABWA
Inspiring Women Scholarship award.
She is a single mother and finds that
her enthusiasm for higher education
has encouraged excitement for
learning in her son. A “Dean’s Highest
Honors" awardee since returning to
school, she strives for excellence and
hopes to become a teacher herself
after a long career in nursing.

EMPIRE COLLEGE RECIPIENT

Reyna Flores

$250 * EMPIRE COLLEGE

MEDICAL ASSISTANT, 3.43 GPA

Reyna is the first in her family to
pursue higher level education. A
member of the class of 2010, she hopes
to complete the Medical Assistant
program and help support her parents.
One instructor writes, “Reyna holds
herself to a very high standard,

which is very evident in her work."

ABWA Wine Country Chapter
is proud to support this year's
scholarship recipients and to
help their dreams come true.
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